
Elijah Cup Devotional Service 
Saint Agnes Parish, North Huntingdon, PA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of the Elijah Cup is to provide a focal point for prayer, particularly prayer for an increase in 
vocations. We are all aware of the need for vocations to the priesthood, the diaconate, and to all religious 
life but sometimes we forget just how powerful praying can be.  
 
By having the Elijah Cup in your home, you are joining an ongoing ministry where the people and families 
of our parish will be alternating times to pray for vocations throughout the year. As indicated in the 
introduction, how and what prayers you pray is completely up to you and your family.  The following 
pages are merely a guide, a sample prayer service that will take approximately 10 minutes per day if you 
choose to use it during your week with the Elijah Cup.  
 

Thank You & God Bless You! 
 



SUNDAY 
 
Sign of the Cross. 
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer   
Leader (some families like to switch the leader each day): Dear Jesus, thank you for giving your life for 
us. Please help more young people follow your example by giving their lives in service as Priests and 
Religious. If you are calling someone in our parish family to the Priesthood or the Religious Life, please 
help him or her to say, “Yes.”   
All: Amen. 
 
Reading: Ephesians, 4: 1-7  
Leader: A reading from Ephesians, Chapter 4, verses 1-7. Saint Paul urges the Church to live life in 
response to God's call. 
Leader: I, then, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to live in a manner worthy of the call you have 
received, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another through love, 
striving to preserve the unity of the spirit through the bond of peace: one body and one Spirit, as you 
were also called to the one hope of your call; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 
all, who is over all and through all and in all. But grace was given to each of us according to the 
measure of Christ’s gift.  
All:  Thanks be to God.  
 
Intercessory Prayer  
Leader: Lord we pray that dedicated men and women may respond generously to the call of the Holy 
Spirit to serve Christ’s Church in the priesthood, deaconate or religious life, we pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader: That the people of our parish may joyfully undertake Christ’s command to pray to the Father, 
the Lord of the harvest, to send more laborers into the harvest, we pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader: In thanksgiving for those priests and religious men and women who inspire and strengthen us 
by the witness of their commitment, we pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Prayers 
All pray one “Our Father” and one “Hail Mary.” 
 
Saint Agnes Parish Prayer for Vocations.  (Download a page of prayer cards containing this prayer.) 
All: O Jesus, we believe you are truly present in the Sacrament of the Eucharist.  We beg you to send 
your graces to inspire the young men and women of Saint Agnes so that God becomes so real to them 
that He lives within their hearts.    We especially ask that you call our men to the fulfilling life of the 
priesthood and permanent Diaconate so that our Church may live on.  O Mother Mary please present 
our prayers to your Son.  Amen. 
 
Sign of the Cross. 
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/4
https://stagneschurch.info/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Vocation-Prayer-Cards.pdf


MONDAY 
 
Sign of the Cross. 
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer   
Leader: Dear Jesus, thank you for giving your life for us. Please help more young people follow your 
example by giving their lives in service as Priests and Religious. If you are calling someone in our parish 
family to the Priesthood or the Religious Life, please help him or her to say, “Yes.”   
All: Amen. 
 
Reading: Matthew 28: 16-20  
Leader: A reading from Matthew, Chapter 28, Verses 16-20, described as “The Commissioning of the 
Disciples.” 
Leader: The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them. When 
they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted. Then Jesus approached and said to them, “All power 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.” 
 
Intercessory Prayer  
Leader: We pray Lord for each of us, for our family and our friends, that we respond fully to the call of 
our baptism, and accept the grace to remain open to God’s call to serve, we pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader: That families will strive to make their homes places where children can hear God call them by 
name, we pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader: For those priests who baptized us and our children, we pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Prayers 
All pray one “Our Father” and one “Hail Mary.” 
 
Saint Agnes Parish Prayer for Vocations.  (Download a page of prayer cards containing this prayer.) 
All: O Jesus, we believe you are truly present in the Sacrament of the Eucharist.  We beg you to send 
your graces to inspire the young men and women of Saint Agnes so that God becomes so real to them 
that He lives within their hearts.    We especially ask that you call our men to the fulfilling life of the 
priesthood and permanent Diaconate so that our Church may live on.  O Mother Mary please present 
our prayers to your Son.  Amen. 
 
Sign of the Cross. 
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/28?16
https://stagneschurch.info/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Vocation-Prayer-Cards.pdf


TUESDAY 
 
Sign of the Cross. 
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer   
Leader: Dear Jesus, thank you for giving your life for us. Please help more young people follow your 
example by giving their lives in service as Priests and Religious. If you are calling someone in our parish 
family to the Priesthood or the Religious Life, please help him or her to say, “Yes.”   
All: Amen. 
 
Reading: Mark 1:16-20 
Leader: Mark, Chapter 1, Verses 16-20 describes the Call of the First Disciples when Jesus asked them to 
leave their fishing nets and follow him. 
Leader: As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into 
the sea; they were fishermen. Jesus said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
Then they abandoned their nets and followed him. He walked along a little farther and saw James, the 
son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They too were in a boat mending their nets. Then he called them. 
So they left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired men and followed him. 
 
Intercessory Prayer 
Leader: We pray for the Holy Father, our Cardinals, bishops, and priests who continue to minister in 
humility and faithful service to Christ and His Church, we pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader: That young men and women will listen to the Spirit in their hearts and will respond to the cry 
from deep within, we pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader: For the bishop or priest who anointed us with the Sacrament of Confirmation, we pray to the 
Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Prayers 
All pray one “Our Father” and one “Hail Mary.” 
 
Saint Agnes Parish Prayer for Vocations.  (Download a page of prayer cards containing this prayer.) 
All: O Jesus, we believe you are truly present in the Sacrament of the Eucharist.  We beg you to send 
your graces to inspire the young men and women of Saint Agnes so that God becomes so real to them 
that He lives within their hearts.    We especially ask that you call our men to the fulfilling life of the 
priesthood and permanent Diaconate so that our Church may live on.  O Mother Mary please present 
our prayers to your Son.  Amen. 
 
Sign of the Cross. 
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/1:16
https://stagneschurch.info/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Vocation-Prayer-Cards.pdf


WEDNESDAY 
 
Sign of the Cross. 
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer   
Leader: Dear Jesus, thank you for giving your life for us. Please help more young people follow your 
example by giving their lives in service as Priests and Religious. If you are calling someone in our parish 
family to the Priesthood or the Religious Life, please help him or her to say, “Yes.”   
All: Amen. 
 
Reading: John 20:19-23  
Leader: In John, Chapter 20, Verses 19-23 Jesus visits the disciples shortly after his Resurrection and the 
disciples receive the Holy Spirit. 
Leader: On the evening of that first day of the week when the doors were locked where the disciples 
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. [Jesus] said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” And 
when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins you 
forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.” 
 
Intercessory Prayer 
Leader: We pray for those Religious Men and Women responsible for guiding the spiritual growth of 
students, that they will rely on the wisdom of the Holy Spirit in their ministry, we pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader: For the Priests and Religious of the Diocese of Greensburg, that they continue to grow in 
holiness and zeal for the gospel, we pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader: For priests who have heard our confessions and given us absolution, we pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Prayers 
All pray one “Our Father” and one “Hail Mary.” 
 
Saint Agnes Parish Prayer for Vocations.  (Download a page of prayer cards containing this prayer.) 
All: O Jesus, we believe you are truly present in the Sacrament of the Eucharist.  We beg you to send 
your graces to inspire the young men and women of Saint Agnes so that God becomes so real to them 
that He lives within their hearts.    We especially ask that you call our men to the fulfilling life of the 
priesthood and permanent Diaconate so that our Church may live on.  O Mother Mary please present 
our prayers to your Son.  Amen. 
 
Sign of the Cross. 
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/20:19
https://stagneschurch.info/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Vocation-Prayer-Cards.pdf


THURSDAY 
 
Sign of the Cross. 
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer   
Leader: Dear Jesus, thank you for giving your life for us. Please help more young people follow your 
example by giving their lives in service as Priests and Religious. If you are calling someone in our parish 
family to the Priesthood or the Religious Life, please help him or her to say, “Yes.”   
All: Amen. 
 
Reading: Luke 22:14-20  
Leader: In Luke Chapter 22, Verses 14-20, Jesus instituted the Holy Eucharist. 
Leader: When the hour came, he took his place at table with the apostles. He said to them, “I have 
eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, for, I tell you, I shall not eat it [again] until 
there is fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and said, “Take this and 
share it among yourselves; for I tell you [that] from this time on I shall not drink of the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God comes.” Then he took the bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to 
them, saying, “This is my body, which will be given for you; do this in memory of me.” And likewise the 
cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which will be shed for 
you.” 
 
Intercessory Prayer  
Leader: We pray that dedicated men and women may respond generously to the call of the Holy Spirit 
to serve Christ’s Church in the priesthood, deaconate or religious life, we pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader: For our Pastor and all parish priests that God’s grace and love will powerfully sustain them in 
their priesthood, we pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader: For those priests who have celebrated Mass for us and from whom we have received our First 
Holy Communion, let us pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Prayers 
All pray one “Our Father” and one “Hail Mary.” 
 
Saint Agnes Parish Prayer for Vocations.  (Download a page of prayer cards containing this prayer.) 
All: O Jesus, we believe you are truly present in the Sacrament of the Eucharist.  We beg you to send 
your graces to inspire the young men and women of Saint Agnes so that God becomes so real to them 
that He lives within their hearts.    We especially ask that you call our men to the fulfilling life of the 
priesthood and permanent Diaconate so that our Church may live on.  O Mother Mary please present 
our prayers to your Son.  Amen. 
 
Sign of the Cross. 
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/22:14
https://stagneschurch.info/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Vocation-Prayer-Cards.pdf


FRIDAY 
 
Sign of the Cross. 
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer   
Leader: Dear Jesus, thank you for giving your life for us. Please help more young people follow your 
example by giving their lives in service as Priests and Religious. If you are calling someone in our parish 
family to the Priesthood or the Religious Life, please help him or her to say, “Yes.”   
All: Amen. 
 
Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-9  
Leader: In Jeremiah Chapter 1, Verses 4-9, God calls Jeremiah to His service. 
Leader: The word of the Lord came to me: Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you 
were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I appointed you. “Ah, Lord God!” I said, “I do not 
know how to speak. I am too young!” But the Lord answered me, Do not say, “I am too young.” To 
whomever I send you, you shall go; whatever I command you, you shall speak. Do not be afraid of 
them, for I am with you to deliver you—oracle of the Lord. Then the Lord extended his hand and 
touched my mouth, saying to me, See, I place my words in your mouth! 
 
Intercessory Prayer  
Leader: We pray for all Priests and Religious who have accompanied us with their prayers, friendship 
and love that they continue to minister in humility and faithful service to Christ and His Church, we 
pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader: For the people of our parish who are undertaking this ministry to pray for an increase in 
vocations, we pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader: For those who have begun in their studies for the priesthood or religious life that they are 
reward with the fervor and zeal to carry them through any doubtful or trying times, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Prayers 
All pray one “Our Father” and one “Hail Mary.” 
 
Saint Agnes Parish Prayer for Vocations.  (Download a page of prayer cards containing this prayer.) 
All: O Jesus, we believe you are truly present in the Sacrament of the Eucharist.  We beg you to send 
your graces to inspire the young men and women of Saint Agnes so that God becomes so real to them 
that He lives within their hearts.    We especially ask that you call our men to the fulfilling life of the 
priesthood and permanent Diaconate so that our Church may live on.  O Mother Mary please present 
our prayers to your Son.  Amen. 
 
Sign of the Cross. 
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jeremiah/1?4
https://stagneschurch.info/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Vocation-Prayer-Cards.pdf


SATURDAY 
 
Sign of the Cross. 
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer   
Leader: Dear Jesus, thank you for giving your life for us. Please help more young people follow your 
example by giving their lives in service as Priests and Religious. If you are calling someone in our parish 
family to the Priesthood or the Religious Life, please help him or her to say, “Yes.”   
All: Amen. 
 
Reading: Matthew 19:23-30  
Leader: In Matthew Chapter 19, Verses 23-30 Jesus describes attaining heaven in a parable.  
Leader: “Amen, I say to you, it will be hard for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I 
say to you, it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for one who is rich to enter 
the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and said, “Who then 
can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “For human beings this is impossible, but for God all 
things are possible.” Then Peter said to him in reply, “We have given up everything and followed you. 
What will there be for us?” Jesus said to them, “Amen, I say to you that you who have followed me, in 
the new age, when the Son of Man is seated on his throne of glory, will yourselves sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has given up houses or brothers or 
sisters or father or mother or children or lands for the sake of my name will receive a hundred times 
more, and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first. 
 
Intercessory Prayer  
Leader: We pray that our Priests and Religious Men and Women find refuge in Mary, the Mother of 
God, as she intercedes for them before the Father, we pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader: For those in religious formation programs, that they may know the support and love of our 
community as they continue to discern God’s call, we pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader: For those priests from whom we or our parents have received the Sacrament of Matrimony, let 
us pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Prayers 
All pray one “Our Father” and one “Hail Mary.” 
 
Saint Agnes Parish Prayer for Vocations.  (Download a page of prayer cards containing this prayer.) 
All: O Jesus, we believe you are truly present in the Sacrament of the Eucharist.  We beg you to send 
your graces to inspire the young men and women of Saint Agnes so that God becomes so real to them 
that He lives within their hearts.    We especially ask that you call our men to the fulfilling life of the 
priesthood and permanent Diaconate so that our Church may live on.  O Mother Mary please present 
our prayers to your Son.  Amen. 
 
Sign of the Cross. 
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/19?23
https://stagneschurch.info/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Vocation-Prayer-Cards.pdf

