
A note from your new pastor, Fr. Dan iel Ulishney  19 March 2023 

 
Dear Parishioners and new friends at St. Agnes! Lenten Blessings! I rejoice this Laetare Sunday and on my 
arrival as your new pastor on Thursday!  
 
I would like to share with you a few thoughts and then 
share a little bit about myself to help you get acquainted to 
me as together we walk on the journey of a lifetime, 
sharing the treasure of the love of God revealed and 
celebrated in our Catholic faith. 
 
I am looking forward to being your pastor. My primary mission and focus is to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ, and for each of us to grow in holiness, which is simply deepening and living out our 
relationship with Jesus in Word and Sacrament, Fellowship and Service. Lent hopefully has been a 
time for us to renew that commitment through the disciplines of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving as we 
prepare to celebrate the fullness of our redemption during Holy Week and Easter. I hope to listen and 
learn about our parish and its needs, and then continue to work together to build the Kingdom of God 
here in North Huntingdon; I know that there is much to do! We each have an important role to play, 
which the Lord reveals to us in prayer and loving service.  
 
In recent weeks, numerous brother priests in our diocese have expressed how much they cherished their 
time at St. Agnes, and I anticipate my time here will be no different. So that I can begin to get to know and 
serve you, there will be a welcome reception following the 11:15 Mass on Palm Sunday (April 2) and 
already Bishop Kulick has scheduled my installation as your pastor for Saturday, April 15 at the 4:30 
Mass. I hope that you will join on that day! 
 

St. Agnes is one of the largest parishes in the diocese, and so I ask your 
patience and prayers as I experience that learning curve and will make 
mistakes. One thing that I know will be a big change for you, dear 
parishioners, is that while you are used to at least one full-time priest, and 
historically several assistants, the reality is that I also have another job doing 
canonical work at the Pastoral Center in Greensburg. That means that I will 
not be in the office at St. Agnes at least one day a week (and sometimes 
more). This is part of the reality of the challenges we face with fewer priestly 
vocations and therefore more responsibilities upon each priest. Each of our 
families should therefore make it a priority to pray and sacrifice for 
vocations to the priesthood from our parishes and families. I was glad to 

see that we have in our parish the Elijah Cup tradition. We also look forward with joy to the diaconate 
ordination of St. Agnes parishioner Craig Alexander in May. I will also ask your prayers for Stephen 
Wetzel, FSSP, a former parishioner of mine from St. Mary, Export, who will be ordained as a transitional 
deacon with his community next week on March 25 at his seminary in Nebraska!  
 
I am also looking forward to getting to know each of you, your families, and our community, and 
of course to celebrating joyous times and being together through difficult ones. Though I am from 
Greensburg, I must confess that I do not know much about North Huntingdon. In the meantime, I look 
forward to meeting all of you, listening, and learning about the needs of the parish. I’m excited to work 
with our Deacon Bill Wilson, our staff, and so many volunteers who bring our parish to life.  
 



A little About Me 
First and foremost I love being a priest. I 
look forward to walking with and learning 
from all of you as I begin my second 
pastorate. I never thought that I would be 
pastor of only one church! I won’t know 
what to do with myself!  
 
I am the oldest of five children (3 brothers and 
one sister). My youngest brother graduates from 
college on May 13. I have two nieces and a nephew, ages 16 months, six months, and six weeks old, so you 
will probably hear about those cuties in ‘Fruncle’ (Fr. +Uncle) Dan’s’ homilies. I grew up in Greensburg 
where my parents still reside; Our Lady of Grace was my home parish. I graduated from Greensburg 
Central Catholic High School in 2005, and then spent four years at the Franciscan University of 
Steubenville, including two years in a priestly discernment program. From there, Bishop Brandt sent me to 
study at the Pontifical North American College in Rome. It was a tremendous gift 
and blessing. While there I was able to visit both of the ancient churches dedicated 
to our patroness St. Agnes of Rome, both inside and outside of the city walls! 
(Pictured is mosaic above her tomb). Little did I know then that I would pastor a 
community under her patronage! I completed my last year of seminary formation 
in Washington, D.C. at the Catholic University, where I also began studies towards 
a licentiate in Canon Law which were completed after years of online and summer 
courses in 2019.  
 
I will be 10 years ordained on 1 June, and I have previously served as parochial vicar to the four parishes of 
St. Mary of Czestochowa, St. Joseph, Mount St. Peter in New Kensington, and St. Margaret Mary in Lower 
Burrell. I also served as parochial vicar to the Catholic communities of St. Aloysius, St. Rita, St. John the 
Evangelist, and Immaculate Conception, in Connellsville/Dunbar as well as being assistant chaplain to 
Geibel Catholic Junior-Senior High School. I have always enjoyed being involved in our Catholic 
elementary and high schools in each of my assignments, and I look forward to joining the students at 
Queen of Angels for Mass on March 28! Priestly ministry, despite the challenges which are part of all 
of our lives, has been a tremendous joy! 
 
I am 36 years old and enjoy visiting with friends, cooking and hosting, tending my garden and when I have 
the opportunity, to travel and see new places. I’m an Eagle Scout and have been involved in scouting since 
I was a youth, and so look forward to working with our scout troop here at St. Agnes as well. 
 
Lenten blessings to you and your families, and perhaps I will see you for a Lenten weekday Mass, or 
otherwise can meet you at the meet and greet following Masses on Palm Sunday. I do have two requests: 
first, please keep me in your prayers and second, please share with me your joys and sorrows so that I may 
bring them with me to the altar. 

 
I look forward to meeting you and your families and serving you! My joy and 
my hope is to lead you closer to Christ Jesus, as we strive to grow together in 
the holiness of life 
 
In Christ and with joyful anticipation of meeting you,  

Fr. Daniel    (You may call me Fr. Dan) 

My family immediate and some extended family at Christmas; my niece wasn’t born yet! 


